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New Members:


Shortly after the last newsletter went out (Actually as I was mailing) I noticed a few email addresses from the website I did not recognize…well, one I did and two I did not…so here is the new member update:

Todd Sprinkmann, KC9BQA, from Adell, WI over in EN63.  I am guessing that most of you who are actively contesting or who went to the Central States Convention in July have talked to him one way or another.  He will most likely be entering under the Badger Contesters as he is near their hub.  He is also one of the main pipelines into that club to get them to look our way during the contests…thanks Todd.

Rodney Adkins, WI6M, from (and yes this is correct) Jamul, California in DM12.  He is joining for a couple reasons 1) quote “For my sins, I have just been appointed VP of WSWSS (Western States Weak Signal Society), & I’m doing some research on how other groups with similar interests operate. 2. I would like to advertise a 1296 MHz 30W amplifier kit that two of the local SoCal groups have put together for sale at $45+$5 s&h.”  Information and web links later.

Mark Oeltjenbruns, AJ0Y, from Shakope, MN over in EN34.  I think I spelled the town right.  The QRZ Listing shows “Shakopre”.  He spends some time in Northwest WI now and again, and was wondering about what what other nearby groups were doing.

Paul Bittner, W0AIH, from “The Farm” East of Eau Claire in EN44is  (Six letter designator info for those operating at higher frequencies)  I have taken it upon myself to grant an honorary membership to Paul as he has been nothing but a great help and joy to work with over time.  He is a very active HF contester as most of you all know, and has not been VHF contesting much at all…although this might change.  He got his first 6 meter QSL from me from the September QSO party (via his new IC 756 Pro 3 and a 160-Meter Rhombic…Ouch!  So he may have at least the 6-meter bug biting soon.

Semi-new Members (From last month’s Newsletter):  Joe…Ex KB9IQR is now AI9Z in EN 46.  Vince, N0VZJ in EN35.  Lenny, K0SHF in EN34. 

I need to know if all of you (other than Vince and Joe as I have your info) are ARRL members or not.  Fill out the form I mailed with this and send it back to me if you would, thanks.

Vince…I am not sure why you did not get the newsletter and such from last time via email…but in any case, you should get it this time.

To anyone else (including current members) that do have email/internet capabilities, please go the club website www.cvvhf.org and join the reflector so you get the club member mailings including the newsletters.

August UHF Contest 2006

The bands were not the best at most times, but there were some decent propagation paths.  The rovers out there really boosted scores from all the sweeps done with them.  Personally, I found out belatedly that I was running the 432 Yagi on the 1296 band, which explains the semi OK SWR reading and only reaching out in EN44 only.  Unofficial scores are below for those that I got reports from or from the ARRL site.  Band breakdowns are not given for the ARRL sourced scores. 

Station


Total


222 

432

902

1296

2304

5760

10 GHz


Callsign
Grid
Class
Score
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids

N9TTX
EN44
SOHP
18,792
110
54
51
28
53
25
-
-
6
1
-
-
-
-
-
-

KB9TLV
EN45
SOLP
18,228
117
49
55
22
55
22
-
-
7
5
-
-
-
-
-
-

N0AKC
EN44
SOHP
11,880

















W9CDL

  (K9AIH)
EN44
M-unl
1,722

















N0EDV
EN45
SOLP
36

















September 2006:

The September contest ended up being far from comparable to June or CWW VHF.  The 1296 issue at the farm was resolved and I made a good showing there as well as the propagation deities were allowing.  Scores definitely showed low band propagation all around.  The unofficial scores are below:

Station


Total


50 

144 

222

432 

902

1296




Callsign
Grid
Class
Score
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids



N9TTX
EN44
SOHP
44,788
273
99
72
25
80
24
47
19
56
21
-
-
18
10
-
-

KB9TLV
EN45
SOHP
36,252
312
76
86
18
87
18
45
14
68
14
12
5
14
5
-
-

KB9PJL
EN44
SOHP
11,786
122
71
36
20
48
27
14
10
18
10
1
1
5
3
-
-

K9MU

 (KC9FQD)
EN54
Multi
7,564
94
61
37
23
32
16
8
8
12
9
2
2
3
3
-
-

N9ISN
EN44
SOLP
4,095
76
39
21
10
26
13
10
6
19
10
-
-
-
-
-
-

W9CDL
EN44
SOLP
1,725
50
23
13
6
16
8
7
3
10
5
-
-
4
1
-
-

K9CVC
EN44
SOLP
1,403
59
23
27
11
30
10
1
1
1
1
-
-
-
-
-
-

K9AIH
EN44
SOLP
1,178
42
19
10
4
15
7
8
4
6
3
-
-
1
1
-
-

W9RAY
EN44
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-
-
-
-
-
-

N0EDV
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

KC9GIQ
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL


108,791
1,028
411
302
117
334
123
140
65
200
73
15
8
45
23
 
 

2006 EME Contest update

1st Weekend:  

      N0AKC (144Mhz):  Charlie, Justin and Darrell operated the N0AKC EME machine so far (If I recall the email correctly) and have surpassed the first weekend of last year for Q’s and Mults with a few new permanent log countries for Charlie.  

      K9AIH (144 Mhz):  Darrell tried the backyard approach, but has not gotten any log entries although apparently there was some one-sided activity one either end of the moon.  Computers and such not working right from what I am told.

Events of interest:

· Nov. 4-5, 2006
-  ARRL CW November Sweepstakes
· Nov. 11-12, 2006
-  ARRL EME Competition (Weekend #3) (Low bands??)
· Nov. 11, 2006
-  TCFMC ground wave competition – see below
· Nov. 18-19, 2006
-  ARRL SSB November Sweepstakes
· Nov. 25-26, 2006
-  CQWW CW DX contest
· Dec. 2-3, 2006
-  ARRL 160-Meter contest
· Dec. 9-10, 2006
-  ARRL 10-Meter contest
· Dec. 16, 2006
-  Club meeting at the West side Burger King location at 9am.
TCFMC ground wave competition


This has a new twist this year that may appeal to the VHF crowd.  Normally this has been a 10 meter only contest dealing with ground-wave propagation (i.e.  no tropo/scatter/etc… count for points or multipliers).  This year however, the competition is including 6-meters in with the contest.  Here’s the skinny:

Object:  To work as many local (Minnesota and Wisconsin) stations as possible in the 10-meter novice/technician + band and in the 6-meter band.

Date/Time:  November 11, 2006 -- noon until 6pm  (yes, only 6 hours)

Frequency areas:  28.300 to 28.400 MHz and 50.125 to 50.200 MHz.

Categories:  Fixed (portable is in the fixed category with bonus points), Rover (at least 2 

                    counties), & 6-meter only (as fixed, rover or portable)

Power:  100Watts PEP at the radio…yes only 100 watts maximum

Misc:  
Stations may be worked once per mode per band from any county


ALL contacts to be made in the phone portion of the band as stated above


Rover stations may be worked once per mode per band in each county visited


Exchange:  Stations send County and Name


Scoring:  
1 pt per phone QSO




2 pts per CW QSO




10 pts bonus for working the club station W0EF from either mode




5 pts bonus for working W0EF in both modes




5 pts bonus for working the entire contest portable




Mults: 
Each new county is one mult regardless of mode





Vertical or single element antenna earn 2 mult bonus





QRP (for entire contest @ =<10W PEP) earn 2 mults




Final score= (all QSO and bonus points) X (all mults)


Cross mode contacts are forbidden


NO telephone or Internet solicitation for contacts is allowed


NO spotting nets (DX cluster or the like) or help from other ops or non-

      Participants


Logs indicate band, mode, time, name, and county for each contact


Each county must be circled the first time it is worked.


Mobile stations indicate time started operation in new county & name of county.

It’s a bit nitpicky on rules, and Paper logs seem to be the norm for reporting, but it is an interesting contest, and only for 6 hours.  It is during the EME weekend, but not sure when the moon conditions and this one coincide…so you might be able to work both if you want.  Plaques are awarded to the highest scoring station in each category…fixed/portable, rover, and 6 meter only.

For the complete rules/info/score/summary sheets etc… at http://www.tcfmc.org
Update on the Letter to Dairyland Power

“Chippewa Valley VHF Contesters 

818 Revere Street 
Eau Claire WI 54703

Dairyland Power Cooperative

Attn: Director, Real Estate/Right-of-Way Department

3200 East Ave. South

La Crosse, WI 54601

August 22, 2006

Dear Sir,

     The Chippewa Valley VHF Contesters are a group of amateur radio operators interested in VHF, UHF and microwave communications. We operate radio equipment as a hobby and many in our group build their own radio gear. Many have an interest is studying how radio waves at various frequencies propagate through the atmosphere and even through space. One of the things that are most useful in these studies is what we call a propagation beacon. It is a low powered transmitter that continuously transmits signals on various amateur radio frequencies to aid in determining where a viable radio path exists. 

     We have acquired several UHF beacon transmitters and wish to inquire if it would be possible to place these units at several of your microwave tower sites in your service territory. We may expand to other frequencies in the future, but at present, our beacons would operate between 432.300 MHz and 432.400 MHz and at power levels of 150 milliwatts to perhaps 10 Watts. We are aware of your cooperation with other amateur radio operators, such as your allowing an amateur radio repeater to be placed at your Hayward, WI site. 

     By placing our beacons high up on your towers (at 80 to 200 feet, for example), they would prove to be a most effective means of studying radio propagation as it would be expected to be able to receive these transmissions out to 200 miles or more routinely and possibly over 1000 miles under enhanced propagation conditions.

We hope you will consider allowing our beacon network to be placed at select tower sites. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at n9ttx@yahoo.com or by postal mail at the above address.

Cordially,

Dave Aho

Chippewa Valley VHF Contesters 

”

I received a reply from them thanking us for our interest, but due to various reasons, I am guessing with the existing clauses and possibly other reasons, they are not accepting any more commercial, private, or amateur additions to their towers.  We are currently looking for other possible sites for this project.  The proposed beacon is a self-contained unit being solar powered and running in the QQRP range for power output.

Another note that I got that may be of interest:


I got an email from Steve Bauder out of the blue with the proposition of our club being the recipient of a semi-permanent loan amplifier for 2 meters.  Apparently these are mosfet amps Class C, with switching power supplies.  I am in the process of talking with Paul about possible storage of the amp in the VHF chalet for our club use…(the only place where the amp would be essentially be usable as per requirements)…since we do not have a permanent club station.  I will keep everyone posted on what I come up with.  Here is a brief on the particulars of the email:

“They are from an Energy Onix WRT-1000 MKII transmitter, approximately 5 years old. Each drawer is a standalone Energy Onix "Legend 500C" amplifier with MRF151G MOSFETS. I believe the switching power supplies are strappable 240/120. The amp takes about 10 watts drive. I believe the output circuitry will work fine in the 2-meter band, however the input circuitry may require some changes. A few of these amps are on 2 meters already...details can be provided. Manuals are available (such as they are, which is one reason we've replaced the transmitter). They are rated at 500 watts, but that's pretty ambitious. I found that running each amp at about 350-400 watts CCS required much less repair. 

Here's the deal: ECB is willing to semi-permanently loan amps to ARRL affiliated clubs under these conditions: 

1. The amps are to remain in club possession. 

2. The amps are to be available for inspection by ECB personnel upon demand. 

3. The amps are to be returned to ECB in the unlikely event that ECB requests their return. 

4. The amps are for amateur radio use only, ideally supplementing emergency communications. 

5. The club must return the amps to ECB if the club disbands. 

“

**As of yet I have not gotten together with him (Steve) to scope out the amp they have working, but Paul is agreeable to us keeping the amp out at the chalet depending on it’s physical size.

Other news:

Antenna work at the W0AIH farm:  Justin, Bob, and I went out the weekend after the UHF contest and pulled down one stack of 6-meter beams with the help of Paul.  There is a lot to be done out there yet.  If anyone has any free time on weekends, please get a-hold of me via email or something, and I can get in contact with Paul to work out a schedule.  As of the beginning of October, the 8 antennas for the two 4-bay stacks are together and ready to put back up.  Not sure if they are going to get in the air before bad weather sets in, but if we can possibly get them in the air before snow flies it would be great…

Information on the 1296 amps for SoCal:


30 watt kit for 1296 MHz engineered by members of the San Bernadino Microwave Society http://www.ham-radio.com/sbms and the San Diego Microwave Group http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/edmunn :

power gain:  10-13 dB (budget for 3W input) used PTF 10021 FET

28V DC Supply: current drain about 2 A (or use 24V and lose <1dB output)

Cost $45 + $5 s&h (USA) Kit does not include heatsink, connectors or T/R relay

For full details, assembly, & test info, and to order a kit, email 196amp@cox.net
Note- This kit contains surface mount components so familiarity with handling these is helpful

For picture of completed amp: http://kahuna.sdsu.edu/~mechtron/hamshack/1296Amp/1296Photo1a.jpg
Note-you do not have to erode the heatsink as much as the beta tester did.

I also have notes that WI6M sent along with the above text on some builders’ comments if anyone is interested to read about a page and a half of these.

Now for the Meeting minutes:

Location: 
Burger King on the West side.

Date/time:
Sat. October 7th, 2006 9 a.m.

Present:

N9TTX

N0AKC

KB9PJL

W9CDL

KB9TLV

K9AIH

N0EDV
Shirts are to ready to be sent to Vince and Lenny (In case you were wondering) via the W9CDL machine.

Central States Notes:


Reflections on Central States:  Everyone had a great time, and apparently there are ongoing plans in various households for the trip to Texas next year.  


Note to those for the ongoing Central States VHF Society yearly contest:  Remember, you do not have to be a member to participate, but if you expect to get a plaque for high scoring, it is a requirement.  All you need to strive for is 30 states combined on all bands above 50 MHz.  For example:  25 states on 6, 15 states on 2,  and 2 states on 432 will net you 42 states total for the year long contest from July 1st to June 31st.  Good luck…and if anyone got into the CQWW VHF contest, well, you should have a good score already on 6 and 2.

Antenna Work


KC9GIQ:  Work was done on the stack of antennas at Bud’s place.  Everything should be good to go now after a retune of all the antennas was done, and the 6-meter element was replaced.


W0AIH farm:  HF contest season has started, so I am not sure when a weekend will happen for antenna work before the snow flies as the only weekend in November that is free of HF contests is Nov 11 and 12th.  Not sure if Paul wants to climb towers in cold weather.

That was it for the meeting.  Not much to relate this time.  Remember the next meeting is the 3rd weekend in December (the weekend after the 10-meter contest).  Same bat time, same bat channel.

Next meeting is Saturday, December 16, 2006 at the West Side Burger King location at 9am.

See you in the contests and around the bands.  73.

           Dave…N9TTX

