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Yes I know this is way late.  Everything has been just busy around here.  Every time I think that the newsletter is ready to go out, things come up that need to get into it…or I get involved in something else that needs doing.  For those not an ARRL member, I have included a scanned copy of the QST cover…we made the cover in a big way.   So anyway here you are.

June VHF 2006:

The June contest ended up being excellent.  Six opened up big time for once, and the scores prove it.  Not much activity on the other bands as everyone was on 50 Mhz.  The unofficial scores are below:

Station


Total


50 

144 

222

432 

902

1296

2304


Callsign
Grid
Class
Score
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids

K9MU
EN44
A
415,710
1301
298
1107
229
107
36
29
13
51
17
2
1
5
2
-
-

N0AKC
EN44
B
198,772
828
217
706
161
52
18
23
12
30
14
9
7
7
4
1
1

N9ISN
EN44
A
196,386
877
213
777
173
55
21
8
3
37
16
-
-
-
-
-
-

K9BZ
EN45
A
101,354
542
187
455
150
87
37
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

KB9TLV
EN45
A
77,010
424
151
267
111
71
18
36
10
50
12
-
-
-
-
-
-

N9TTX
EN44
B
64,972
395
148
324
115
32
17
16
8
18
7
-
-
5
1
-
-

W9CDL
EN44
A
30,058
230
113
173
87
26
14
11
5
15
6
-
-
5
1
-
-

W9RAY
EN44
A
21,896
183
92
109
61
31
12
17
9
17
7
2
1
4
1
3
1

K9AIH
EN44
A
12,403
141
79
104
64
21
11
5
1
11
3
-
-
-
-
-
-

KB9PJL
-
R
3,185
65
43
58
39
7
4
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

KC9GIQ
EN44
A
644
39
14
21
12
11
1
7
1
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

KB9UHT
EN44
B
882
37
14
11
5
7
2
6
1
7
2
2
2
3
1
1
1

KB9UIH
EN44
B
44
5
4
-
-
1
1
-
-
3
2
-
-
-
-
1
1

TOTAL


1,123,316
5,067
1,573
4,112
1,207
508
192
151
62
246
87
15
11
29
10
6
4

Field Day 2005 – unofficial score – K9CVC and N9TTX GOTA

This was interesting.   We set up again in the field across from Menards on the West side.   We finally ended up getting all seven computers networked and talking to each other about 3am on Saturday morning.  Antennas ended up being set up and ready to go as of about noon.  Just when the contest was about to hit, so did the storm.  It was all everyone could do to keep the structures from blowing away and everyone becoming a hang-glider operator.  The computers got wet and didn’t network anymore if they even fired up.  A few of the rigs got soaked with the downpour, and backups ended up getting used.  We did get 10, 15, 20, 40, GOTA, and the VHF stations going.  I do believe we did get the 7th stations running, but about that time, after maybe 3 to 4 hours of on-air time, another storm started our way in a big hurry.  Congrats to everyone on the efficient tear down.  The antennas were cranked or lowered and all equipment was dismantled and packed up other than the coax in about 30 minutes at max.  The sorting out afterwards took a few days to weeks though.  Thanks to everyone who participated if even just tearing the rest down on Sunday after 1pm.  Here is the unofficial breakdown:

Bonus Points:  880

includes:
5 transmitter bonus

500







Media publicity

100







Public Setup


100







Info booth/visitor log

100







4 youth @20 ea.

  80

QSO:
118
X2 (power mult) = 236

Grand total score of:
1116

Band

QSO

Youth QSO
 
Youth Operators

40-Meters
42


-



20-Meters
27


12

Kayla Slifer

15-meters
17


3

Mike Lantz


5 Kaitlyn Lantz

10-Meters
18


-

6-Meters
4


-


2-Meters
1


-


2304

1


-


10 GHz
1


-

GOTA

7


7

Greg Schreiner

Hours operation: 3 to 4 hours max

51 Sections worked out of 80 & 1 DX station (TI8CBT)

July CQWW VHF Contest 2006

The conditions were as good for this contest if not better than the June Contest.  6 was open everywhere not just to one or two directions.  2 opened up wide on Sunday Morning.  The unofficial scores are below for those that submitted logs to me.

Station


Info

Total 

50 Mhz 

144 Mhz


Callsign
Mode
Grid
Class
Score
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids
QSO
Grids

N9TTX/R
Phone
4 Grids
Rover 
104,832
411
234
374
212
37
22

N0EDV
Phone
EN45
Single Op
20,398
170

124

46


· I do not have any of the scores for the UHF contest so they will not be posted in this letter.

Events of interest:

· Sept. 9-10, 2006
-  ARRL September VHF QSO Party
· Sept. 9-10, 2006
-  ARRL EME competition  (Weekend #1) (high bands??)
· Sept. 16-17, 2006
-  ARRL 10 GHz and up contest (weekend #2)
· Sept. 23-24, 2006
-  CQWW RTTY contest
· Oct. 14-15, 2006
-  ARRL EME Competition (Weekend #2) (Low bands??)
· Oct. 28-29, 2006
-  CQWW SSB DX contest
· Nov. 4-5, 2006
-  ARRL CW November Sweepstakes
· Nov. 11-12, 2006
-  ARRL EME Competition (Weekend #3) (Low bands??)
· Nov. 18-19, 2006
-  ARRL SSB November Sweepstakes
· Nov. 25-26, 2006
-  CQWW CW DX contest
· Dec. 2-3, 2006
-  ARRL 160-Meter contest
· Dec. 9-10, 2006
-  ARRL 10-Meter contest
· Dec. 16, 2006
-  Club meeting at the West side Burger King location at 9am.
Central States comments:


We made a big impression at Central States this year.  Everyone kept commenting on the hospitality suite we hosted, and through the three nights that it was open it stayed open and busy later each night.  We gained a few new members at the conference.  Please welcome Vince, N0VZJ; Lenny, K0SHF; and Joe, KB9IQR.  Thanks to Donna N9KNP and Jamie KB9UIC for the work on the posterboard displays.  Scott, N0EDV, donated the club banner.  Much can be said, and I have included emails from Al and Charlie, which give their impressions.  I won’t go into any detail on what I thought, as most would be repetitive anyway.  I’ll just say I enjoyed myself and am going to try and go to TX next year if I can do so.

“Hey everybody, 

I have been informally asked to provide a summary of the conference. I am going to try and be brief. 

Attendees from the CVVHF Contesters were: N0AKC, N0EDV, W9CDL/KC9FVS & family, N9ISN/N9KNP & family, N9TTX, W9RAY & Jacki, K9MU, KB9TLV. Overall the conference was great and I think everybody had a good time. The keynote speaker was W0RUN who was part of the Peter I Island (3Y0X) expedition earlier this year and talked about the DXpedition. Despite his fears, Lenny, K0SHF put together a fantastic prize table and everybody got at least one good prize. The members of the club came away with four pairs of 7/8" heliax connectors, a pair of 1/2" heliax connectors, an MFJ keyer, and Mary, KC9FVS came away with a K1FO-16 222MHz antenna. N0EDV also came away with a 15W 5760 amp, a smaller 432 cavity amp and a few other items as well. Not too shabby! Oh, and lest I forget, Al's daughter Jamie won a pair of tickets to the Chanhassen Dinner Theater from the family prize table, valued at well over $100. So even though none of us won any of the top prizes (except for maybe Jamie) our group came away with some really nice prizes. 

The hospitality suite went over very well. Both our suite and the NLRS suite were very busy every night. The garlic sausage and cheese trays were a big hit. We got many positive comments on the "shacks & stacks" picture posters. Thanks to Donna and Jamie Schlaugat for putting them together. I personally received lots of "thanks for hosting the suite" comments. There were many positive comments from the NLRS folks as well as many visitors to the conference. We even had several requests for CVVHF shirts! We definitely got our club name out there! 

The $100 DEMI gift certificate we sponsored was won by K3TUF of Ephrata, PA. I did not get a chance to speak to him, but he was talking to Sandra Estevez of DEMI in our suite following the banquet and he apparently ordered something, so it has already been put to good use! 

One other highlight of the conference was the presentation of the two awards at the banquet. The Wilson Award for contributions to the CSVHFS went to John Fox, W0LER of the NLRS group. The Chambers Award, which is presented for contributions to the VHF community in general, was presented to Jeffrey Leer, KG0VL, for his 10 years of auroral studies. For those who may not have met Jeffrey, he is the other ham who Justin, K9MU traveled with to Canada in 2003 when they both conducted some auroral studies. Jeffrey was totally blown away - he had no idea the award was coming. 

So that is a brief synopsis of the conference. All of us received a personal invite to San Antonio for next year's conference from ND2X, who is president of next year's conference committee. 

Charlie, N0AKC

I also have a quick informational update.. I finished the financial impacts from the conference and the bottom line is we won't be in negative territory with the checking account so there will not be a begathon to cover shortfalls. :-) If anyone wants the Word document of the breakdowns, send me an E-mail. I will get the report out to the board of directors shortly. I have all the informational posters Donna made up that were in the suite. If you are interested in one or part of them, let me know. I know Justin wants his EO16 AU poster and I love my tower building posters. The shacks and stacks can be cut down into individual smaller strips with the individual hams pictures. Sad to say but due to the humidity in the suites, the pictures donated had to be glued down so they can't be removed from the poster paper. Sorry about this. Let me know what's everyone's wishes are with these. And the prizes at the banquet were very nice. The highest valued prize from our group goes to Mary KC9FVS and that 16-element K1FO beam valued at $184. Jamie KB9UIC Chanhassen Dinner Theater tickets are worth $110 to $130 depending on the show she wants to go to. Those 7/8" connectors are $33 each (cheapest I've found online) so those who got the double box of connectors did very well too. Gotta love the free stuff.. The NLRS group really did a great job with the conference. The forums were great (The AU one on Saturday was top notch), the Riverboat trip was extremely good and of course the hospitality suites were memorable as the laughter and drink were always plentiful as was the heat and humidity. :-) Will I be going to TX in 2007? Perhaps! Those W5 guys really know how to have a good time. And I want to help add to the SNOTTS legacy and involve hotel security. :-) The whole weekend was two thumbs WAY UP! Al 
“

Treasurer’s Report:

I put in the last payments and I got the August bank statement so this is as good as it gets. Everything is complete as of the 15th. Charlie is the only one with a payment due him from Central States. From now on, all balances and statements that I will make will be based on the final balance of $118.59 in the checking account as of August 15th

Income of 

$445.85 

Expenses of 
$327.26 

Final balance of 
$118.59 

With one final expense of $10 due Charlie remaining.
Letter To Dairyland Power

This was forwarded to me from Scott N0EDV for the 432 beacon project that was discussed a ways back.  I will be sending this out to Dairyland Power this coming week.  Scott…send me all the particulars on what antennas, power sources, and transmitters (numbers and such), so when and if they get a-hold of me I have the required information.

“Chippewa Valley VHF Contesters 

818 Revere Street 
Eau Claire WI 54703

Dairyland Power Cooperative

Attn: Director, Real Estate/Right-of-Way Department

3200 East Ave. South

La Crosse, WI 54601

August 22, 2006

Dear Sir,

     The Chippewa Valley VHF Contesters are a group of amateur radio operators interested in VHF, UHF and microwave communications. We operate radio equipment as a hobby and many in our group build their own radio gear. Many have an interest is studying how radio waves at various frequencies propagate through the atmosphere and even through space. One of the things that are most useful in these studies is what we call a propagation beacon. It is a low powered transmitter that continuously transmits signals on various amateur radio frequencies to aid in determining where a viable radio path exists. 

     We have acquired several UHF beacon transmitters and wish to inquire if it would be possible to place these units at several of your microwave tower sites in your service territory. We may expand to other frequencies in the future, but at present, our beacons would operate between 432.300 MHz and 432.400 MHz and at power levels of 150 milliwatts to perhaps 10 Watts. We are aware of your cooperation with other amateur radio operators, such as your allowing an amateur radio repeater to be placed at your Hayward, WI site. 

     By placing our beacons high up on your towers (at 80 to 200 feet, for example), they would prove to be a most effective means of studying radio propagation as it would be expected to be able to receive these transmissions out to 200 miles or more routinely and possibly over 1000 miles under enhanced propagation conditions.

We hope you will consider allowing our beacon network to be placed at select tower sites. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at n9ttx@yahoo.com or by postal mail at the above address.

Cordially,

Dave Aho

Chippewa Valley VHF Contesters 

”

Another note that I got that may be of interest:


I got an email from Steve Bauder out of the blue with the proposition of our club being the recipient of a semi-permanent loan amplifier for 2 meters.  Apparently these are mosfet amps Class C, with switching power supplies.  I am in the process of talking with Paul about possible storage of the amp in the VHF chalet for our club use…(the only place where the amp would be essentially be usable as per requirements)…since we do not have a permanent club station.  I will keep everyone posted on what I come up with.  Here is a brief on the particulars of the email:

“They are from an Energy Onix WRT-1000 MKII transmitter, approximately 5 years old. Each drawer is a standalone Energy Onix "Legend 500C" amplifier with MRF151G MOSFETS. I believe the switching power supplies are strappable 240/120. The amp takes about 10 watts drive. I believe the output circuitry will work fine in the 2-meter band, however the input circuitry may require some changes. A few of these amps are on 2 meters already...details can be provided. Manuals are available (such as they are, which is one reason we've replaced the transmitter). They are rated at 500 watts, but that's pretty ambitious. I found that running each amp at about 350-400 watts CCS required much less repair. 

1. Here's the deal: ECB is willing to semi-permanently loan amps to ARRL affiliated clubs under these conditions: 

2. The amps are to remain in club possession. 

3. The amps are to be available for inspection by ECB personnel upon demand. 

4. The amps are to be returned to ECB in the unlikely event that ECB requests their return. 

5. The amps are for amateur radio use only, ideally supplementing emergency communications. 

6. The club must return the amps to ECB if the club disbands. 

“

Other news:

Justin and Chris had their pictures accepted for the picture contest in QST and are published in the current Issue.  Great job guys.  Between your pictures, the QST cover, Central States, and our standings in the last 2 years of contests, we have definitely garnered a bit of attention.

Antenna work at the W0AIH farm:  Justin, Bob, and I went out the weekend after the UHF contest and pulled down one stack of 6-meter beams with the help of Paul.  There is a lot to be done out there yet.  If anyone has any free time on weekends, please get ahold of me via email or something, and I can get in contact with Paul to work out a schedule.  

Now for the Meeting minutes:

Location: 
Burger King on the West side.

Date/time:
Sat. July 22, 2006   9 a.m.

Present:

N9TTX

W9CDL

N0EDV

KB9TLV

N9ISN

KB9PJL

W9RAY

N0AKC

K9MU

Central States notes:

Old news, and the soapboxes can be reread above about the event.

We discussed prize donations, who was going to bring what for the suite, the convoy going up there on Thursday, and possible rover row.

Also was noted to get the states above totals into Peter Shilton for listing of this last year’s contest.  Remember the contest started already for this 2006/2007 year as of July 1st.

222 MHz Bandplan issue

Proposed FM  at 222.120 from (of course) California.  Could this effect everyone else?  Discussion at Central states?  Apparently this is already in effect.  I am guessing it would not effect us much here in the Midwest, but it is apparently a major issue in California where there is a lot of FM activity on 222.  Still raises a question of bandplan issues though.  Nothing much was discussed and I did not hear anything discussed at Central States either.

Icom Hats:

I still have a few Icom hats…KB9TLV still has one coming and the same with N0EDV so two spoken for.  I may have one or two more that need homes…otherwise I will use them for work duty.

August UHF/Sept. VHF plans:

August UHF:  

N9TTX--I ran out of the W0AIH/W0UC chalet.  Essentially running only 222 and 432.  I found out later that I was running the 1296 band off Justin’s 432 antenna on the self-supporting tower.  The 1296 line was marked 146 FM stack.  Oh well.  For those that want to know more, read the Soapbox entries on the ARRL website.


The rest of the crew was out for the contest also.  No scores yet.

Sept. VHF plans:


N0AKC:
Will not be on for the contest due to his work schedule.


N9TTX:
Rover/Home/or W0AIH farm?  Not sure yet.


K9MU:
Portable at his family cabin.  EN46??


W9CDL:
Home


N0EDV/8:
EN67


K9AIH
:
Home


KB9PJL:
Home


No one else gave any plans

CVVHF Shirts:


The shirts Chris W9CDL procured are excellent…and made a grand showing at Central States.  There are a few yet I think (off color ones) for $9.  Contact Chris for info.  You can also get the black shirt with gold lettering if you want…also contact Chris on cost and directions.  I can’t remember exact costs, but a 2XL was about $24 with tax.  Well worth it.  Thanks Chris.

That was it for the meeting.

See you in the contests and around the bands.  73.

           Dave…N9TTX

